
A Healthy Church Is a Growing Church 

Hebrews 13:17 NIV                                                                                                           

“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as 

men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a 
burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.”   

OBEY    SUBMIT   OBEY 
                                                                                                                                        

1 Samuel 8:1 NIV                                                                                                                                                                              

When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel.  

1 Samuel 8:7 NIV 

And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not 

you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 

 

We are to seek God above all else.    
                                                                                                              
Matthew 10:37-39 NIV                                                                                                    

"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone 

who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who 

does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life 

will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 

We are to be dead to our own desires.  

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 NIV                                                                                      

For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 

therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.  

 

Philippians 3:7-8 NIV                                                                                                           

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is 

more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 

them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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Myths about Growing Churches 

Myth #1 the only thing large churches care about is attendance. 

Church growth is the natural result of church health. 

Biblical Message 

Acts 2:41 NIV                                                                                                        

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day.   

Balanced Mission 

2 Corinthians 5:18 NIV                                                                                                        

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation 

Churches grow warmer through fellowship.                                                  

Churches grow deeper through discipleship.                                                             

Churches grow stronger through worship.                                                             

Churches grow broader through ministry.                                                          

Churches grow larger through evangelism. 

Myth #2 all large churches grow at the expense of smaller churches. 

Myth #3 you must choose between quality and quantity in your church.  

Myth #4 you must compromise the message and the mission of the church in order 

to grow. 

Myth #5 if you are dedicated enough, your church will grow. 

Myth #6 there is one secret key to church growth. 
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1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NIV                                                                               

Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to 

win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To 

those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under 

the law), so as to win those under the law. To those not having the law I became 

like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 

Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. To the weak I became weak, 

to win the weak. I have become all things to all people so that by all possible 

means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in 

its blessings. 

Myth #7 all God expects of us is faithfulness. 

Myth #8 you can’t learn from a larger churches. 

Myth #9 in a real church you know everyone.  

Matthew 14:13-21 NIV                                                                                        

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary 

place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When 

Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their 

sick. As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote 

place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the 

villages and buy themselves some food.” Jesus replied, “They do not need to go 

away. You give them something to eat.”  “We have here only five loaves of bread 

and two fish,” they answered. “Bring them here to me,” he said. And he directed 

the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and 

looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to 

the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. They all ate and were 

satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were 

left over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides 

women and children. 


