“SALT AND LIGHT: The Government”
Matthew 5:13-16 NLT
“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can
you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.
“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No
one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a
stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good
deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
Governmental authority comes from God.
John 19:11 NLT
Then Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to
you from above.
Romans 13:1 NLT
Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God,
and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God.
God uses governments to do his will.
Jeremiah 25:8-9 NLT
And now the LORD of Heaven’s Armies says: Because you have not listened to me,
I will gather together all the armies of the north under King Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon, whom I have appointed as my deputy. I will bring them all against this
land and its people and against the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy
you and make you an object of horror and contempt and a ruin forever.
Acts 4:27-28 NLT
“In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate
the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against Jesus,
your holy servant, whom you (God) anointed. But everything they did was
determined beforehand according to your will.”
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We are to pray for and give thanks for all who are in authority.
1 Timothy 2:1-2 NLT
I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on
their behalf, and give thanks for them. Pray this way for kings and all who are in
authority so that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness and
dignity.
Respect and submit to those who govern, their authority comes from God.
Mark 12:17 NLT
“Well, then,” Jesus said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God
what belongs to God.” His reply completely amazed them.
Romans 13:1-4 NLT
Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God,
and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God. So anyone who
rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will
be punished. For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right,
but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the
authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you. The authorities are God’s
servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing wrong, of course you should be
afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are God’s servants, sent for the
very purpose of punishing those who do what is wrong.
1 Peter 2:13-17 NLT
For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the king as head of
state, or the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those
who do wrong and to honor those who do right.
It is God’s will that your honorable lives should silence those ignorant people who
make foolish accusations against you. For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves,
so don’t use your freedom as an excuse to do evil. Respect everyone, and love the
family of believers. Fear God, and respect the king.
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Human governments will end and Jesus will govern with peace forever.
Isaiah 9:6-7 NLT
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his
shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. His government and its peace will never end. He will rule
with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The
passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!
Revelation 19:11, 15-16 NLT
Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its rider was
named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. From his
mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with an
iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing
from a winepress. On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings
and Lord of all lords.
Matthew 5:13-16 NLT
“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can
you make it salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.
“You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. No
one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a
stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your good
deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
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