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“It Just So Happened” 

Psalm 18:2 Good News Translation                                                                            

The LORD is my protector; he is my strong fortress. My God is my protection, and 

with him I am safe. He protects me like a shield; he defends me and keeps me safe. 

Joseph’s painful experiences: 

He grew up in a dysfunctional family 

He was trapped in a dead-end job 

Genesis 39:3-4 NIV                                                                                               

When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him 

success in everything he did,  Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his 

attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care 

everything he owned. 

Bloom where you are planted 

Colossians 3:23-24 NLT                                                                                                     

Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord 

rather than for people. Remember that the Lord will give you an inheritance as 

your reward, and that the Master you are serving is Christ. 

He was the victim of injustice  

Genesis 39:6-7 NIV                                                                                                       

So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did 

not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.                                                     

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, and after a while his master’s wife took 

notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 

Genesis 39:10-12 NIV                                                                                                              

And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or 

even be with her. One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none 
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of the household servants was inside. She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come 

to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house.       

Psalm 105:18 NIV                                                                                                             

They bruised his feet with shackles, his neck was put in irons 

                                                                                                                                                                      

Genesis 39:21-23 NIV                                                                                                                                                     

But while Joseph was there in the prison, the LORD was with him; he showed him 

kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. So the warden put 

Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsible for all 

that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, 

because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 

He was subject to discouragement  

Genesis 41:1 NIV                                                                                                

When two full years had passed.. 

He was tested by prosperity 

Genesis 41:41-43 NIV                                                                                               

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of 

Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s 

finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 

He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and people shouted before 

him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. 

“Not every man can carry a full cup.”  Oswald Sanders 

Romans 8:28 KJV                                                                                                                  

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 

who are the called according to his purpose. 

Suffering is inevitable; Misery is optional 
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John 16:33 NIV                                                                                                                         

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 

will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Philippians 4:4-5 LB                                                                                                   

“Always be full of joy in the Lord; I say it again, rejoice!  Let everyone see that 

you are unselfish and considerate in all you do.” 

Explanations are rare, be willing to Trust and Wait 

Isaiah 40:31 NIV                                                                                                     

but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

Attitude 

“The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, 

is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, the education, the 

money, than circumstances, than failure, than successes, than what other people 

think or say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will 

make or break a company... a church... a home. The remarkable thing is we have a 

choice everyday regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot 

change our past... we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. 

We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is play on the one 

string we have, and that is our attitude. I am convinced that life is 10% what 

happens to me and 90% of how I react to it. And so it is with you... we are in 

charge of our Attitudes.”  Charles R. Swindoll 

 

 


