
“Christ’s Ambassadors” 

2 Corinthians 5:14-21 NIV                                                                                                                                      

For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and 

therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised again. So from now on 

we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in 

this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled 

us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God 

was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore 

Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made Him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.    

Reconciliation is by the Will of God 

1 Timothy 4:10 NIV                                                                                                          

... we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and 

especially of those who believe. 

1 Timothy 2:5 NIV                                                                                                                                              

For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ 

Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.  

Romans 2:4 NIV                                                                                                                       

Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, tolerance and patience, not 

realizing that God's kindness leads you toward repentance?  

 

We're involved in an enterprise that God wants to be successful more than we want 

it to be successful. 

 

Luke 15: Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son 

Reconciliation is by Act of Forgiveness 

2 Corinthians 5:19                                                                                                                                 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
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John 1:29 NIV                                                                                                                                          

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

Colossians 3:12-18 NIV                                                                                      

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and 

forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the 

LORD forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, 

and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 

God. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 

the LORD Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.         

Matthew 6:14-15 NIV                                                                                                             

For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 

your sins.  

Reconciliation with Others comes before reconciliation with God 

Matthew 5:21-24 NLT                                                                                                            

“You have heard that our ancestors were told, ‘You must not murder. If you 

commit murder, you are subject to judgment.’ But I say, if you are even angry with 

someone, you are subject to judgment! If you call someone an idiot, you are in 

danger of being brought before the court. And if you curse someone, you are in 

danger of the fires of hell. “So if you are presenting a sacrifice at the altar in the 

Temple and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you,  

leave your sacrifice there at the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then 

come and offer your sacrifice to God.   
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1 John 3:14-16 NIV                                                                                                                     

We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our brothers. 

Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates his brother is a 

murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. This is how we 

know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers.   

1 John 4:20-21 The Message                                                                                                      

If anyone boasts, "I love God," and goes right on hating his brother or sister, 

thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won't love the person he can see, how can 

he love the God he can't see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving 

God includes loving people. You've got to love both.  

Reconciliation is by the Obedience of Faith 

2 Corinthians 5:20 NIV                                                                                                              

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

Ephesians 2:8-10 NIV                                                                                                                 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared 

in advance for us to do. 

The Doctrine of Substitution          

2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV                                                                                                           

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 

God made him he knew no sin, the sinless Son, sin. 

 

Jesus hadn't committed any sins, but God treated him as if he had committed all the 

sins of all who would ever believe. 
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The reason Jesus had to live a perfect life was so that his perfect life could be 

credited to your account. 

He's punished for your sins, and you're treated as if you lived his perfect life. 

On the cross, God treated Jesus as if he lived your life so that he could treat you as 

if you had lived his.                

 


