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“Stand Out and Stand Strong in a Culture of 

Compromise” 

 

As a follower of Jesus, how do you stand out and stand strong in a culture of 

compromise? 

Nebuchadnezzar  

Daniel 

Daniel 1:3-4 NLT                                                                                                                    

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some of 

the young men of Judah’s royal family and other noble families, who had been 

brought to Babylon as captives. “Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking 

young men,” he said. “Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, 

are gifted with knowledge and good judgment, and are suited to serve in the royal 

palace.”  

Daniel 1:4-5 NLT                                                                                                                   

“Train these young men in the language and literature of Babylon. The king 

assigned them a daily ration of food and wine from his own kitchens. They were 

to be trained for three years, and then they would enter the royal service.” 

Daniel 1:6 NLT                                                                                                                             

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all 

from the tribe of Judah.  

How to Stand Strong in a Culture of Compromise 

#1. Remember who God says you are. 
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Daniel 1:7 NLT                                                                                                                                   

The chief of staff renamed them with these Babylonian names:                                        

Daniel was called Belteshazzar. 

Hananiah was called Shadrach. 

Mishael was called Meshach. 

Azariah was called Abednego. 

Daniel means God is my judge. 

Belteshazzar means lady protect the king. 

Hananiah means Yahweh has been gracious.  

Shadrach means I am fearful of God.  

Mishael means Who is what God is?  

Meshach means I am despised and shameful before God.  

Azariah means Yahweh has helped.  

Abednego means Servant of Nebo.  

#1. Remember who God says you are. 

#2. Resolve not to compromise ahead of time. 

Daniel 1:8 NIV                                                                                                                                

But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 

asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.  

Daniel 1:12-13 NLT                                                                                                                

“Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water,” Daniel said. “At the 

end of the ten days, see how we look compared to the other young men who are 

eating the king’s food. Then make your decision in light of what you see.”  
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Daniel 1:15 NLT                                                                                                                           

At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better 

nourished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king.  

#1. Remember who God says you are. 

#2. Resolve not to compromise ahead of time. 

#3. Rely on one another for strength. 

Daniel 1:18-20 NLT                                                                                                               

When the training period ordered by the king was completed, the chief of staff 

brought all the young men to King Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them, 

and no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So 

they entered the royal service. Whenever the king consulted them in any matter 

requiring wisdom and balanced judgment, he found them ten times more capable 

than any of the magicians and enchanters in his entire kingdom. 

#1. Remember who God says you are. 

#2. Resolve not to compromise ahead of time. 

#3. Rely on one another for strength. 

#4. Expect to be torn down, when you courageously stand up. 

Daniel 6:3 NLT                                                                                                                   

Daniel soon proved himself more capable than all the other administrators and 

high officers. Because of Daniel’s great ability, the king made plans to place him 

over the entire empire. 

Daniel 6:4 NLT                                                                                                                      

Then the other administrators and high officers began searching for some fault in 

the way Daniel was handling government affairs, but they couldn’t find anything 

to criticize or condemn. He was faithful, always responsible, and completely 

trustworthy.  

#5. Never forget, kneeling to pray is what gives you strength to stand.  
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Daniel 6:10 NLT                                                                                                                  

But when Daniel learned that the law had been signed, he went home and knelt 

down as usual in his upstairs room, with its windows open toward Jerusalem. He 

prayed three times a day, just as he had always done, giving thanks to his God.  

#1. Remember who God says you are. 

#2. Resolve not to compromise ahead of time. 

#3. Rely on one another for strength. 

#4. Expect to be torn down, when you courageously stand up. 

#5. Never forget, kneeling to pray is what gives you strength to stand.  

 

 

 

 


