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“God of Creation” 

Names of God 

Elohim 

Elohim is used over 2500 times throughout the Old Testament.  

Elohim is the creator God who spoke the world into existence.  

Genesis 1:1 NLT                                                                                                                   

In the beginning God (Elohim) created the heavens and the earth.  

God created the world ex nihilo, which means out of nothing. 

If God can make something from nothing, imagine what He can do for you, in your 

life, at this time. 

Genesis 1:1 NLT                                                                                                                   

In the beginning Elohim created the heavens and the earth.  

God created time…… in the beginning. 

God created space…. created the Heavens. 

God created matter… created the earth.  

Jesus is Elohim 

John 1:1-3 NLT                                                                                                                                    

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. God created everything 

through him, and nothing was created except through him. 

Elohim is all powerful. 
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Mark 4:41 NLT                                                                                                         

The disciples were absolutely terrified. “Who is this man?” they asked each other. 

“Even the wind and waves obey him!” 

Brennan Manning in his little book “Ruthless Trust” says:                                                        

“To trust is to be absolutely convinced of the reliability of God.” 

TRUST GOD 

God’s name for himself is: I AM. 

Exodus 3:2-3 NLT                                                                                                                     

There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a 

bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it 

didn’t burn up. “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush 

burning up? I must go see it.”  

Exodus 3:4-5 NLT                                                                                                             

When the LORD saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from 

the middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!”                                                                            

“Here I am!” Moses replied.                                                                                                      

“Do not come any closer,” the LORD warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are 

standing on holy ground.  

Exodus 3:6 NLT                                                                                                                                

I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to 

look at God.  

Exodus 3:7,10 NLT                                                                                                 

Then the LORD told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in 

Egypt. I have heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, 

I am aware of their suffering. ………Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. 

You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.”  

Exodus 3:11 NLT                                                                                                              

But Moses protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to 

lead the people of Israel out of Egypt?” 
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Exodus 3:12 NLT                                                                                                    

God answered, “I will be with you. And this is your sign that I am the one who 

has sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship 

God at this very mountain.” 

Exodus 3:13-15 NLT                                                                                                  

But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of 

your ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then 

what should I tell them?” 

God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has 

sent me to you.” God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: 

Yahweh, the God of your ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my eternal name, my name to 

remember for all generations. 

YHVH 

YAHWEH                                                                                                                       

JEHOVAH 

LORD 

I AM = I BE 

I AM NOT                                                                                                                                         

John 8:58 NLT                                                                                                                     

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 

“Lamb Selection Day” 

“Up From the Grave, He Arose” 

“The Natural Man, The Spiritual Man, The Carnal Man” 

I AM 
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God’s Name for Himself is: I AM 

 

God called Himself “I AM”.  

 

Read Exodus 3:2-15 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing 

fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush 

was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. 3 “This is amazing,” Moses said to 

himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.” 4 When the Lord 

saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle 

of the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

“Here I am!” Moses replied. 

5 “Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take off your sandals, for you 

are standing on holy ground. 6 I am the God of your father the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, 

he covered his face because he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then the Lord 

told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have 

heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am 

aware of their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the 

power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt into their own fertile and 

spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—the land where the 

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. 9 

Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how 

harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now go, for I am sending you to 

Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses 
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protested to God, “Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead 

the people of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 God answered, “I will be with you. And 

this is your sign that I am the one who has sent you: When you have brought 

the people out of Egypt, you will worship God at this very mountain.” 13 But 

Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of 

your ancestors has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 

Then what should I tell them?” 14 God replied to Moses, “I am who i am.[b] 

Say this to the people of Israel: I am has sent me to you.” 15 God also said 

to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your 

ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—

has sent me to you. This is my eternal name, my name to remember for all 

generations. 

 

Discussion: “I AM” could be used in any number of normal situations: “I am 

watching the sheep,” “I am walking on the road,” or “I am his father.” 

However, when used as a stand-alone description, I AM is the ultimate 

statement of self-sufficiency, self-existence, and immediate presence. God’s 

existence is not contingent upon anyone else. His plans are not contingent 

upon any circumstances. He promises that He will be what He will be; that 

is, He will be the eternally constant God. He stands, ever-present and 

unchangeable, completely sufficient in Himself to do what He wills to do and 

to accomplish what He wills to accomplish. When God identified Himself as 

I AM WHO I AM, He stated that, no matter when or where, He is there.  
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It is similar to the New Testament expression in Revelation 1:8, “‘I am the 

Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is, and who was, and who 

is to come, the Almighty.’” This is true of Him for all time, but it would have 

been especially appropriate for a message in Moses’ day to a people in 

slavery and who could see no way out. I AM was promising to free them, and 

they could count on Him! 

 

Question: In his Sermon David said if God can make something from 

nothing, imagine what He can do for you in your life, at this time. 

How is God helping you through this quarantine? Do you reach for Him 

everyday and ask for guidance? 

 

Discuss what God is doing in your lives at this time. 

 

Read: Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God (Elohim) created the heavens and 

the earth. 

 

David said Elohim is all powerful! The basic meaning behind the name 

Elohim is one of strength or power of effect. Elohim is the infinite, all-powerful 

God who shows by His works that He is the creator, sustainer, and supreme 

judge of the world. “Bring to an end the violence of the wicked and make the 



“God of Creation” 
Message Presented by Pastor David Bellows 

Christ’s Church of Marion County 
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

Page 9 of 16 
 

righteous secure—you, the righteous [Elohim] who probes minds and hearts” 

(Psalm 7:9). 

 

Sometimes the word Elohim is shortened to El and used as part of a longer 

name. El Shaddai, for example, means “God Almighty” (Genesis 49:24); El 

Elyon means “God Most High” (Deuteronomy 26:19); and El Roi means “God 

Who Sees” (Genesis 16:13). Personal names of people can include the 

name of God: Daniel (“El Is My Judge”), Nathanael (“Gift of El”), Samuel 

(“Heard by El”), Elijah (“El Is Yahweh”), and Ariel (“Lioness of El”) are 

examples. Place names, too, can contain the shortened form of Elohim: 

Bethel (“House of El”), Jezreel (“El Will Sow”), and, of course, Israel (“Prince 

of El”) are examples. 

 

When Jesus cried out from the cross, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (Mark 

15:34), He addressed the Father with a form of Elohim, Eloi. Mark translates 

Jesus’ statement for us: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 

In David’s Sermon he stressed the point that God, being all powerful, is 

completely reliable. We can lean on Him and trust Him in times of need. The 

key to this is trusting God. 

 



“God of Creation” 
Message Presented by Pastor David Bellows 

Christ’s Church of Marion County 
Sunday, April 26, 2020 

Page 10 of 16 
 

Discuss: What Elohim has done for you that gives you the ability to trust Him 

in all things.  

 

Question: How have you allowed God to lead you, in what area’s? Have you 

followed Him in everything and never looked back? Looking back means we 

take our eyes off of Jesus and stop following.  

On the next page you will find an article that will help you trust in God in all 

things. Listed are seven ways to trust in the Lord by (John Upchurch, 2019.) 

1. Don’t Depend on You: We live in a world where trust must be earned and 

seems to be in short supply. But Solomon, the famous king who wrote 

Proverbs, knew that trust is exactly where we must start: 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding 

(Proverbs 3:5) 

 

Most of us have faced disappointments, which have taught us that we can 

only depend upon ourselves. But living the life God has called us to means 

unlearning that lesson. Instead, we’re meant to rest in God’s understanding. 

We may know in our minds that He possesses all wisdom: 

“Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 

unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!” Romans 

11:33 
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But sometimes trusting Him completely like that can be tough. So, each day 

we must consciously lay aside our own plans and expectations—and 

surrender to His plans. 

What if we don’t feel like we can trust Him like that? That’s where step 2 

comes in… 

 

2. Cry out to God:  Surrendering to God begins with our lips and our thoughts. 

We need more than a commitment to depend on Him; we need to cry out to 

Him to show that dependence. 

 

“in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight” 

(Proverbs 3:6) 

When we pray, we admit that His ways are higher than ours. We show that 

we’re leaving our troubles and burdens and dreams in His capable hands. In 

fact, the Bible promises that when we reach out to Him in prayer, He hears 

us: 

“Evening, morning, and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears my voice. ” 

(Psalm 55:17) 

We handed the keys of our lives to Him, and we know that He’s able to lead 

us. But in order for that to work, we have to… 

 

3. Run from Evil 
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So much in this world can clutter up our relationship with God. John, the 

writer of the fourth gospel, describes them as the desires of the flesh, the 

lusts of the eyes, and the pride in our lives (1 John 2:16). In other words, our 

blessings can easily become our stumbling blocks when we think of them as 

what we deserve or what we need to be happy. 

Instead, life works best when we remember the true source of our 

blessings—God—and focus on the things that please Him: 

“Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil.” (Proverbs 

3:7) 

Sometimes, the only way to live the life God wants us to live is by separating 

ourselves from the bad influences that keep dragging us down. That works 

the best when we start pursuing something else in their place: 

“Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and 

peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart.” (2 Timothy 

2:22) 

Is that easy? Not at all. Fleeing from the evil desires that pull at us means 

spending a lot of time crying out to God and leaning on Him. But our Creator 

promises to honor our commitment to Him when we shun evil: 

“This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones.” 

(Proverbs 3:8) 

When we pursue Him, we find life—abundant life. Running from evil and 

pursuing God doesn’t come naturally to most of us. Instead, it means we 

have to make a serious change: 
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4. Put God First in Your Life 

It’s easiest to put ourselves first. When something good happens, we want 

to congratulate ourselves with a reward. When something bad happens, we 

want to console ourselves or find someone to blame. In other words, we often 

have a “me-centric” starting place. 

And when it comes to money, the struggle is even harder. But Solomon, who 

had quite a bit of wealth himself, knew that his money didn’t belong to him: 

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; then 

your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new 

wine.” (Proverbs 3:9–10) 

 

If we can trust God with the first of our wealth, we’re truly showing how much 

we depend on Him. Handing over the first part of our paycheck takes a huge 

amount of faith, after all. But doing so means being God-centric. 

To get there, though, make sure you… 

 

5. Check Yourself by God’s Word 

Let’s be honest. We aren’t so good at evaluating ourselves. We will go to 

great lengths to excuse our behavior, our actions, and our sins. Who needs 

a defense attorney when we can pretty much find a reason for any bad thing 

we do? The prophet Jeremiah captures this very well: 
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“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 

understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) 

 

If we’re ever going to truly trust in God and flee evil, we have to know exactly 

where we stand. We have to find an objective measure that tells us the truth. 

And that truth comes from God and His Word. 

Of course, that doesn’t mean we’ll always like what we see or how we see it: 

“My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke” 

(Proverbs 3:11) 

That’s right. Sometimes it takes something bad happening or seeing 

ourselves in a bad light before we finally admit that we need to change. And 

the more we’re in the Bible, the more likely this is to happen. 

 

“I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.” (Psalm 

119:11) 

When we have Scripture planted firmly in our hearts, God will often use that 

to deal with us. 

6. Listen to the Holy Spirit 

When Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to the church, He told His 

disciples that this Counselor would be their spiritual compass or GPS: 
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“But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, 

will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 

(John 14:26) 

As we go through our day, this same Holy Spirit guides us, too. That means 

we don’t have to go it alone or hope we’re getting it right. No, the Holy Spirit 

leads us into all truth and protects us: 

“Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of 

the Holy Spirit who lives in us.” (2 Timothy 1:14) 

After all, the gift of the Holy Spirit to us believers reminds us that we can 

truly… 

 

7. Rest in God’s Love 

When we face a difficult world each day, we can sometimes wonder if God 

even cares. Why do bad things happen? Where is God when I need Him? 

Solomon reminds us that God never takes a break or leaves us to fend for 

ourselves: 

“because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he 

delights in.” (Proverbs 3:12) 

Even in the midst of turmoil, God sticks with us and uses those challenges 

to shape us. When we understand that, our perspective completely flips. No 

longer do we see our setbacks as failures; we see them as moments when 

God, as our loving Father, works on us. 
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And that’s exactly why we can trust in the Lord with all our hearts. He cares 

for us each and every day. He gives us what we need to thrive. He pours 

blessing after blessing upon us. 

Of course, following each of these daily steps isn’t easy. That’s why Jesus 

said we have to deny ourselves and follow Him (Matthew 16:24). Trusting 

God takes a whole-hearted commitment from dawn till dusk. But we’re never 

alone in it: 

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 

28:20b) 

 

If this is your first time using the sermon notes provided for small group 

studies they are the same notes you would receive as a Small Group 

teacher. As you can see, they are easy to read, self-explanatory and they 

will allow you to teach a small group anywhere at any time. 

 

If you would like to know more about these notes, small groups and teaching 

opportunities just give me a call. Ray Westman 352-208-9023, or Email me 

at: ray@ccomc.org.  

R. Westman April 24, 2020 
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