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Mark 4:13 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do you not understand this parable?  How will 

you understand all the other parables? 

 

Matthew 13:1-2 

“On that same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the sea.  And 

great multitudes were gathered together to him, so that he got into a boat 

and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.  Then he sat there and 

taught as the people stood on the shore.” 

 

Luke 8:4 

A large crowd was gathering, and people were coming to Jesus from town 

after town, and he told them this parable.” 

 

It is clear that Jesus wants us to be in His Word daily. 

 

Matthew 13:3-9 

Listen!  A farmer went out to plant some seeds.  As he scattered them 

across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate 

them.  

Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock.  These seeds 

sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow.  But the plant soon wilted 

under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 

Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender 

plants. 

Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they provided a crop that was 30, 

60, and even 100 times as much as had been planted. 

Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand. 



 

The first is the hard soil of the foothpath. 

 

The second kind of soil that Jesus named is shallow soil with underlying 

rock. 

 

The third category Jesus names is weed infested soil, full of useless wild 

vegetation like thorns and thistles. 

 

Genesis 3:17-19 

“Through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will 

produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field.  

By the sweat of your brow, you will eat your food until you return to the 

ground.” 

 

Finally, there’s the good fertile soil. 

 

The lesson that Jesus is teaching is all about the soil. 

 

“He who has ears to hear let him hear!” 

 

Luke 8:18 

“take heed how you hear” 

 

Ephesians 3:5 

Which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now 

been revealed by the spirit to his holy apostles and prophets 



 

 

Matthew 13:19-27 

“The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message 

about the Kingdom and don’t understand it.  Then the evil one comes and 

snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts.  The seed on the 

rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive 

it with joy.  But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long.  They 

fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing 

God’s word  The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear 

God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries 

of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced.   The seed that 

fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s 

word and produce a harvest of 30, 60, or even 100 times as much as had 

been planted!” 

 

The seed represents God’s Word. 

 

The Sower represents anyone who distributes the seed. 

 

The point of the parable has to do with the soil.  You can’t get the gist of 

the parable without understanding that the soil is a picture of the human 

heart. 

 

The parable is about hearts in assorted stages of preparedness. 

 

The unadulterated word of God is the only true and legitimate seed. 

 



The one factor that differentiates between an abundant harvest and no 

harvest, is simply and only the condition of that soil. 

 

Whether the Word of God bears fruit in the life of the hearer or not 

depends ultimately on the condition of that person’s heart. 

 

The footpath hearer 

 

The shallow soil with underlying rock bed. 

 

The third type of soil is the weedy soil. 

 

Luke 8:14 

Now the ones that fell among the thorns are those who, when they have 

heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and 

bring no fruit to maturity.” 

 

Luke 16:13 

“No Servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 

the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other.  You 

cannot serve God and mammon.” 

 

The fourth example is the good soil. 

 

Luke 8:15 

….those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it 

and bear fruit with patience. 

 

Perseverance with fruit is a necessary sign of genuine, saving trust in Jesus 

Christ.  This is one of the key lessons of the whole parable:  The mark of 

authentic faith is trust and endurance. 


